 Mr. Wilder’s AP 11 English Syllabus: 1st Semester 2012
Voicemail: 727-8565

Email: kwilder@hampton.k12.va.us
Website: //kgwilder.weebly.com
Materials:

1. Elements of Literature textbook

2. Grammar book (in class)

3. Three-ring binder with loose-leaf notebook paper or divided notebook with pockets

4. Pencil, pen (blue or black ink only), and highlighters 

Semester Outline


1st Nine Weeks

1. Unit 1: The Colonialism/Puritanism  


5. Stylistic analysis paper

2. Unit 2: The Revolutionary Movement/Rationalism
6. Timed Writings

3. Unit 3: American Romanticism

4.  The Scarlet Letter and The Crucible  


2nd Nine Weeks

1. Unit 4: The American Renaissance



4. Stylistic analysis paper


2. Unit 5: The Rise of Realism

3. As I Lay Dying 



Assessment:

· Homework/In-class assignments (10 pts.)

· Quizzes/Timed Writings (20-30 pts.)

· Tests/papers (50-60 pts.)

Vocabulary/Grammar:

· Selected literary devices

· Subject/verb and pronoun/antecedent agreement, comma, semicolon, etc.

Class Rules

1. Be respectful 

2. Stay focused (on task)

3. Use self-control

Class Policies

1. Homework is due at the beginning of class and will only be accepted one class late for half credit.

2. Students are responsible to refer to the Sick Book when absent to obtain all missing work.

3. Students are also ultimately responsible for turning in this missing work at the appropriate time (normally the next class period) without the teacher having to ask you for it. 

4. Use my website to obtain copies of major notes and for grammar and vocabulary help.
AP English Language and Composition

Overview

AP English is a very demanding course that requires an extremely close reading of a text. The primary focus of the course is rhetoric (how a writer uses such things as structure, tone, diction, sentence structure, audience, etc. to achieve his/her objective). Why does an author place this paragraph or sentence here instead of there? Why does he/she use those specific words? Why does he/she alternate between short and long sentences in a given paragraph? Besides covering American literature, we will be covering several texts over topics including literature, poetry, the sciences, politics, leisure, and numerous social issues. You will be required to clearly state and defend your opinion. More importantly, you will be required to address and acknowledge opinions that may be contrary to your own ideas and beliefs. You can certainly disagree with an author or classmate’s opinion; however, you can’t dismiss thoughts or opinions contrary to your own. Furthermore, you will be expected to notice holes or fallacies in an author’s argument.

 My Approach

I don’t expect my students to come to me with all the necessary vocabulary and fine reading skills in hand. You can still be a fine AP student even if you are lacking in grammar or writing.  My goal is to gradually introduce you to the skills needed to be a successful AP student. Understand that most students will struggle from time to time (even those at the very top of the class). Every year, several students “survive” AP English and you can too.  I can assure you that I won’t overload you with work for the sake of giving you work. I will keep assignments within reason. However, if you want to just breeze by your English class, you’re in the wrong place. 

AP Language and Composition Expectations

As students, you will be expected to read and analyze about 6-7 novels and/or plays this year. This is in addition to other readings from the textbook and numerous newspaper/magazine articles covering a wide variety of subjects (art, psychology/sociology, international politics, world news, etc.). Besides your normal major paper each nine weeks, you will also have many timed writing assignments in class and out. This is to prepare you for the timed writing aspect of the AP exam. This is not an honors English class. This is a college level course that requires college level analysis, work ethic, and time management skills. Many students have the ability to do the work but may not have the academic maturity to juggle all the work in addition to their other class load. Others have the ability and maturity but just don’t have the time to complete all of the assignments due to work, extracurricular activities, and other AP classes.  Excuses will not be accepted. 

As parents, you will help your child a great deal if you play an active role in their AP coursework. Ask them about their homework, what they’re reading in class, what grade they have, and what major assignments they have in the future. You should expect to see daily homework assignments and/or readings. Please call or email me if you have any questions or concerns. Don’t forget to check their grades online periodically as well. 

As the teacher, I am responsible to prepare each student for the academic rigor of a college English course. I will be available for help during class and after school on most days with advance notice. The morning is also a good time to reach me for help. In order to keep the students aware of their standing, I will regularly update (weekly normally) and post their grades in class based on their student number.
To verify that you understand and accept the responsibilities that follow taking an AP course, please sign below.

Student name (printed)_________________________________________


Student signature  ____________________________________________

Parent name (printed)__________________________________________

Parent signature ______________________________________________

