GRAMMAR NOTES

Comma Rules

1. Series (list of three or more things)

Ex. He is a writer, director, and actor.

Ex. He played ball, went home, and started to study.

2. 2 or more adjectives of equal rank

Ex. The wet, red dog bit me.

**have to be able to reverse the order of the adjectives in order for them to be of equal rank

3. Introductory Elements

Ex.  No, I won’t go out with you.

Ex. After the game last night, we went out.

Ex. Spinning wildly, the top stayed up for 30 sec.

**notice that the subject can’t be at the very beginning of the sentence. 

4. Interrupter

--interrupts the natural flow of the sentence or provides extra information about what precedes it that IS NOT ESSENTIAL to the sentence



Ex. He, however, did not do well.

Ex. David, the star quarterback, had a bad game. (“the star quarterback” is extra info. that isn’t essential because you still know you’re talking about David)

Ex. The author Ernst Hemingway is a great writer. (I can’t separate E. Hemingway with two commas because if I take it out I won’t know to which author I refer)

**needs a comma before and after if it’s in the middle of the sentence

**normally comes between the subject and the verb 

5.  Compound Sentence joined by the words “and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so”  (compound sent. is 2 sent. within one)


Ex.  He likes to play ball, but he isn’t very good. 


Ex.  Sarah is good at soccer, so she plays anytime she gets.

6. Quotations


Ex. Sarah screamed, “Give the ball to me!”


Ex. “Give the ball to me,” Sarah screamed!


Ex.  “Hey you,” Sarah screamed, “I’m open!”

Semicolon Rules

1. Compound Sentence (not joined by the words “and, but, or, nor, for, yet, so”)

Ex.  Study before each test you take; you’ll be amazed by the results.

Ex. English is a very useful subject; you use it in every class you take.

Ex. The test was difficult; however, I still passed it.

2. Use in place of commas to avoid confusion

Ex. Kristin, by dint of her talent, won the leading role; and, it is expected, she will give a great performance. 

(b/c there are so many commas already being used, you use 

a semicolon before “and” in order to avoid confusion)


Ex. Auctions will be held Mon., September 10; Tues., September 11; 

and Fri., September 12. 


(each full date is a series, but we use a semicolon to separate 

in order to avoid confusion)

